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By Michelle Gates

 Drivers heading above Gates 
on Hwy 22 are now pleased to 
see the Niagara Water Wheel up 
and running and fully lighted for 
the holiday season.
 Owner Colby Lamb said 
that he will keep it lighted and 
turning from 4pm - 10pm from 
now through New Years.
 Lamb has been working to 
restore the wheel over the past 
year after purchasing it as part of 
his property a few years ago. It 
had been ghostly still since 2011 
due to mechanical problems, but 
thanks to Lamb’s dedication, 
as well as donations from local 
supporters and construction 
companies, the wheel shines once 
again as a notable highlight of the 
drive between Gates and Detroit.
 The wheel was installed in 
1984 as a tourist attraction. 

Lamb explains that the wheel is 
powered by water from Niagara 
Creek. Water from the creek is 
gravity fed to the top of the water 
wheel and dropped in front of the 
axl, which pushes the buckets 
forward away from the incoming 
creek water. This is what’s called 
an “overshot” water wheel.
 The wheel is located on private 
property and Lamb asks visitors 
to respect the no trespassing 
signs, but photographers can 
pull over onto Niagara Heights 
Road and snap a picture. Lamb 
offers this advice: “Play with 
longer exposures for interesting 
effects!"
 Colby Lamb’s GoFundMe 
page “Niagra Water Wheel 
Restoration” is still accepting 
donations for the ongoing upkeep 
of the wheel. Contributors have 
donated over $1100 of the total 
$4000 goal.
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Holiday Lights Sparkle 
At Niagara Water Wheel

Mehama-
Lyons 

Holiday 
Happenings

By Michelle Gates

Mari-Linn Store 
happens this week, 
organizers seek 
wrapping donations
 The ever popular Mari-
Linn Holiday Store is set for 
this Thursday and Friday on 
December 20-21! Students 
at Mari-Linn will have the 
opportunity to shop for their 
parents and friends at this 
vendor-style event that features 
most items under $5.00. "The 
store is laid out like a miniature 
craft bazaar," said organizers. 
"Local vendors will offer gifts 
priced under $10 with more 
than half of their items under 

$5. Just like the big bazaars, 
vendors will exchange their 
goods personally." Please have 
your child bring cash. 
  Donations of tissue paper 
gift bags ribbons and bows are 
always appreciated and can 
be brought to the Mari-Linn 
School offi ce at any time. For 
more information, contact the 
school at 503-859-2154.

School supplies make 
great stocking stuffers
 Teachers and school 
administrators want to remind 
parents that if you are looking 
for some last minute Christmas 
stocking ideas, please consider 
replenishing your student's 

school supplies. Items like, 
pencils, paper, glue sticks and 
tissues are always appreciated 
this time of year!

Lyons Fire still seeking 
toy donations 
 The Lyons Fire District 
is working toward another 
successful year of giving back 
to the community and they 
need your help! They are still 
accepting donations of food 
and toys through December 
20 for this year, and any toys 
donated after December 20 
will go toward next year's 
program.
 The food and toys are given 
out to low income children and 

residents that live within the 
fi re district's boundaries. Drop 
off locations include the Lyons 
Fire Department, Your Country 
Kitchen, Lyons Market and 
the Lyons Corner Market, 
Mehama Ace Hardware, and 
Mari-Linn School. 
 Requested donations 
include: bike helmets, legos, 
barbies, make up, arts and 
crafts supplies, headphones, 
remote control cars and baby 
dolls. For information and 
questions please contact the 
Lyons Fire Department at 
503-859-2410. This year's 
applications for toys and 
food were accepted until 
December 3rd.

By Elaina Turpin

 The Santiam Jr./Sr. High 
School was built in 1954, with a 
questionable fl at roof design, and 
has lived past it’s useful life. The 
school roof continues to have 
problems with leaking, and there 
are also issues with asbestos that 
make repairs problematic.  On 
top of that, the current school 
is fi lled to capacity, with 580 
students currently enrolled, 
an increase of 45 kids over 
last school year. The school is 
unable to add additional classes 
to the schedule due to a lack 
of classroom space. Increased 
mandates related to PE classes 
mean that our district will run out 
of space, at both the Elementary 
and Jr/Sr. High gyms. To deal 
with these issues, and allow 
for future growth, the Santiam 
Canyon School Board is looking 
at putting at $17.1 million bond 
measure on the ballot in May 
2019. 
 “This has been quite a process, 
I’ve been involved from the start. 
The current building needs to be 
remodeled with a match, it would 
never be even adequate,” said 
local contractor Dan Benjamin. 
 The Santiam Canyon School 
District has been looking at how 
they will deal with the current, and 
future, problems at the schools. 
This process has led to designs 
which will allow for a more 
traditional 6-8th grade middle 
school, with better separation 
from high school students. This 

includes additional classrooms 
with better safety and security. 
The plan aso is to add vocational 
spaces to increase trade classes, 
add an elementary cafeteria so 
that the little children don’t have 
to cross the street in order to eat 
lunch, and improve traffi c fl ow 
and parking. 
 Superintendent Todd Miller, 
presented several options for the 
future of the buildings. “Work 
done on these schools is for the 
future of our children and for the 
community.” said Miller. 
 Three new build options were 
presented. The most expensive 
option, at $32.9 million, is a 
standard construction job with 
two stories for seperation of the 
Middle/High School students. 
The next option features DOME 
construction and with this the 
cost decreased to $31.1 million. 
The third new build option is a 
factory built campus, at $17.1 
million this is the least expensive 
new build option. 
 “What’s the longevity of the 
buildings?” asked parent,  Jill 
Cohen. 
 “All the option are rated for 50 
year build. There will be repairs 
you’ll have to do in those 50 
years, such as replace the roof. 
To give you an idea of what to 
expect, the US Bank building in 
town is a factory built building 
which was put in 30 years ago.” 
said Miller. “All of the options 
contain the same amount of 
classroom space.” 
 “Yesterday I saw the building, 

people have a concept of modular 
builds, but this was a nice 
building. There was a lot of good 
work done.” said Benjamin on 
the tour of Lafayette school built 
from a factory build. “I feel that 
with it’s affordability you’ll have 
a much better chance of passing 
the bond. I like the concept of 
local, using Freres product, built 
in Aumsville.” 
 Both of the options for factory 
builds are built in Aumsville. 
The factory build option, which 
the board is leaning towards, 
also cuts the build time in at least 
half. Traditional build could take 
2-5 years. The factory build is 
expected to take 1 year to 14 
months. 
 “Smaller districts have trouble 
because they don’t have the 
tax base. The school board was 
looking to keep the bond under 
$20 million. At our January 
meeting we’ll make a decision 
on which way to go.” said school 
board member Rich Moore. 
 “I want to thank the school and 
staff for doing their homework 
so we can make an informed 
decision.” said Gary Swanson. 
 Todd Miller plans on taking 
this presentation to area 
residents throughout the district. 
If you would like to view the 
presentation which plans for the 
potential builds, you can fi nd it 
on the Santiam Canyon School 
District Facebook page. For 
more questions, contact Todd 
Miller at the district offi ce at 
503-897-2321. 

Santiam School District Eying Bond 
to Replace Current Jr/Sr High
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For more photos from the annual festivities go to Mill City 4th of July page on Facebook and look 
for Sean Paul Musician’s post. 

Who doesn’t love a Mill City 4th of July parade? 

Opal Creek honored by forest network
By James Day

On the logging road that 
takes you from the Opal 
Creek trailhead to Jawbone 
Flats lies an old-growth 
icon. the Guts Gibbs tree, a 
270-foot-tall Douglas fir snag 
that is perhaps 1,000 years 
old.

Named for the Oregon 
governor who denounced 
slavery during the Civil War, 
the tree symbolizes the power 
of old-growth forests and the 
importance of Opal Creek, 
a region that was bruised 
and battered during the 
timber wars of the 1980s and 
1990s and has emerged as a 
recreational and educational 
mecca.

And with a new trophy to 
put on the wall. Thursday 
morning The Old-Growth 

Forest Network honored Opal 
Creek as its “forever wild” 
forest for Marion County.

Old-Growth Forest 
Network founder and director 
Joan Maloof, an author and 
botanist, was on hand for 
the dedication, the 100th the 
network has initiated, and the 
third in the past few days. 
Maloof also was present 
for similar ceremonies at 
Cummins Creek Wilderness 
(Lane County) and Cook’s 
Ridge (Lincoln County).

“How are we going to 
protect these places for 
posterity?” Maloof said amid 
a sun-dappled dedication 
ceremony on the Gold Creek 
Bridge. “We have to create a 
network of people who care 
about forests and we have to 
get them out into the forests.

continued on page 3

Supports of the Opal Creek Wildnerness celebrate the forest's induction into the Old-Growth Forest 
Network at a ceremony Thursday at the Gold Creek Bridge. Holding the award are, from left, 
longtime Opal Creek supporter George Atiyeh, Opal Creek Ancient Forest Center executive director 
Katie Ryan, and Joan Maloof, founder and director of the Old-Growth Forest Network.   JAMES DAY

Superintendent Todd Miller 
announced July 11 that the 
Santiam Canyon School 
District has been awarded a 
state bond matching grant 
from the Oregon Department 
of Education. The $1,032,926 
award will be added to the 
community-approved $17.9 
million bond passed May 7, 
he said. The district became 
eligible for the grant thanks 
to the support of the voters’ 
approval of the construction 
bond measure.

The grant funds can be used 
only for the project listed in 
the ballot description and 
cannot be used for operational 
costs, staffing or other proj-
ects, Miller noted. 

“No decision has been 
made as to how these addi-
tional funds will be used, 
but it could be used to in-
crease building size, upgrade 
components and materials, 
further develop the site, add 
classroom furnishings, offset 
unforeseen costs, etc.,” he 
wrote in a message to the 
community posted on the 
district website.

“We are currently working 
with financial institutions and 
bond counsel to prepare the 
sale of our bonds on the open 
market. The bond sale date 
is expected for July 30, after 
which time, we will collect 
the funds for the project.”

He said the project manage-

ment company and architec-
ture firm have been selected, 
and the district will soon be 
reviewing proposals for gen-
eral contractors. 

“We have building plans 
still to finalize, yet once we 
get updated concepts in hand, 
we will pass those along for 
the community to review 
and comment. Much of the 
work these coming months 
will be ‘behind the scenes’ 
with architects, engineers, 
contractors, city and county 
planners, technical surveying 
and utilities,” he wrote.

“We will continue to do 
our best to leverage available 
funds and keep our costs 
down,” he reported.

Santiam Canyon School District 
wins $1 million-plus state grant

A winner in more ways than one!

Buster was treated to a fireworks free 4th at Silver Falls by 
his owner – AND he won the pet pageant with his spirit of  
1776 gear.    JENN GALE      See story page 2.  
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Youth Night at Mill City Christian Church Wednesdays 
from 5:30-7:30pm. Ages 10-18. Snacks. Kids must be picked 
up by 7:45. Free. 

Bible Study at Living Water Church of God on Thursdays at 
6pm on Sorbin St. Gates. 

Youth Group at Mehama Comm. Center Thursdays from 
6:30-7:30pm. All students welcome. Info: 503-859-2849.

Worship Service at Mill City SDA Church at 11am on 
Saturdays.  501 SW Ivy, Mill City.

Liberty Fellowship

236 SW Broadway St., Mill City
Pastor Dave Mangis          503.930.7168
Joleta Mangis                    503.930.7164
Pastor Cindy Murdoch      503.798.0070

Sunday Fellowship - 11am
          Sunday Service   

                        at 11:30am  
              Sunday School

503-897-2716 
251 SW 3rd St, 

Mill City 

Mill City 

Christian 
Church

Sunday Worship 
10 am

www. millcity 
christianchurch.org

Comfort Items Here
Sleeping bags, tarps, blankets, coats, socks and 
other comfort items FREE for anyone in need. 

Contact us by phone at 503-897-2769.  
Or visit Sunday mornings from 9:30-noon. 

132 Sorbin St. in Gates. 
Donations are always welcome!

Churches and Religious Activities

St.
Catherine
of Siena
Catholic
Church
Mass on

Thursdays 
at Noon

&
Saturdays 

at 5pm
716 S. 1st Ave

Mill City
503-769-2656

Reaching the 
Canyon for Christ

503-897-3210
40070 Gates School Rd

Mike Stair, Minister
Worship Service 11 AM
Sunday School 9:45 AM

SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST CHURCH

501 SW Ivy St,
Mill City

Pastor Dale Cardwell
503-551-4786

 Ex. Ch. 20 Vs 8 
Rev Ch. 14 Vs 12

Saturdays
Sabbath School 9:30a.m.

Workshop 11 a.m.
Vegetarian Potluck 

12:15 p.m.
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“I already knew about Opal Creek 
because I have been reading about it 
since the 1990s. But I never imagined 
I would be here. Magic has a way of 
making things happen.”

Maloof spoke before a group of 
about 30 people, including Opal 
Creek Ancient Forest Center staffers, 
members and officials from Oregon 
Wild and supporters such as George 
Atiyeh, who worked tenaciously to 
preserve the 35,000-acre forest in the 
1980s and 1990s.

“If you say Opal Creek people think 
big trees, tall trees and clean water,” 
said Katie Ryan, executive director of 
the Opal Creek Ancient Forest Center. 
“This place is real special in Oregon 
history.”

Chandra LeGue of Oregon Wild, who 
has just published a book on hiking 
Oregon’s ancient forests, spoke about 
the changes that human presence has made on the 
landscape and noted the species that thrive in old 
forests such as the marbeled murrelet.

“To be able to save an area this large is really 
special,” she said, “and it’s necessary for a forest like 

this to function.”
Maloof and her county 

coordinators are guided by three 
principles when searching for 
forests to add to the network. 
First, the forest must be as old 
as possible. Second, it must be 
protected from logging. And third, 
it must be accessible to the public.

“Opal Creek was a no-brainer,” 
she said. “We already knew this 
was going to be the forest for 
Marion County.”

Forests in 22 states are in the 
network. The three dedicated this 
week are the first in Oregon to 
join. Maloof noted that there are 
approximately 3,000 counties in 

the U.S. More than 600 have no 
forests. 

“I might not get to all of them in 
my lifetime, she said.

There will be other lifetimes. Just ask Guts Gibbs.
Ryan noted that the primary work done at the forest 

involves education and stewardship. “If people care 
about a place they will stand up to protect it,” she said. 
“And they will only stand up for it if they know it.” 

Elisa Pioli was the winner of the second annual 
Santiam Canyon Scavenger Hunt. She took home 
the $250 grand prize last weekend, which coincid-
ed with the Mill City 4th of July Celebration.

Organized by the North Santiam Chamber of 
Commerce, the Scaveger Hunt is a way for locals 
and visitors to learn about businesses in the com-
munity.

This year, more than 45 businesses participat-
ed, giving the route a presence from Stayton to 
Detroit. The game included a selfie route, and 
players earned tickets by taking photos of them-
selves near local businesses.

In all, more than $1500 in prizes were awarded 
over three days.

“We’re very happy with the participation this 
year! We had players of all ages, and some people 
came from as far away as Lake Oswego. We 
want to thank all of the business for contributing, 
including sponsors Sandy Lyness Real Estate, 
Oregon Health Insurance Marketplace and the Ink 
Spot Printing.” 
“We’re looking forward to organizing the game 
next year!” said Chamber Liaison Michelle Gates.  

Elisa Pioli wins scavenger hunt grand prize

Kimberly Pioli, right, and grand prize winner Elisa Pioli, 
posing with their grandmother Ann Mellen. All three played 
and all three took home prizes!      SUBMITTED PHOTO

The Guts Gibbs tree is a 
270-foot tall, 1,000-year-old 
Douglas fir that stands within 
a few hundred yards of the 
Opal Creek trailhead.

Opal Creek     continued from page 1


